[Psychotropic drugs for children - a brief historical review].
Already in the ancient world psychiatric disorders of children have been reported. However, only in the last decades the effectiveness of specific psychotropic drugs for the affected children have been investigated systematically. Especially in Germany there has been a controversial discussion about the application of neuroleptics in child and adolescent psychiatry. Important aspects of psychopharmacological therapy in childhood and adolescents are illustrated and discussed.